This note is to call attention to a number of marine algal taxa from the Antilles that were described by Placide Duchassaing in his 1850 work Animaux radiaires des Antilles. The mid-19 th century was a period when the distinction between marine invertebrates and some calcified benthic marine algae was still not always clear. The names of these algal taxa were validated, although no figures or details on their specific provenance were provided, other than they were from Duchassaing's collections from the Antilles. Duchassaing assigned his new algal species to the following genera: Galaxaura,
. He obtained his medical degree in Paris and returned to practice medicine on Guadeloupe (Stafleu & Mennega 2010) . Because of social unrest on Guadeloupe, he left and traveled to various other islands, including Nevis, St. Eustatius, St. Martin, and apparently also St. Barthélmy, St. Croix, and Cuba, while also treating outbreaks of cholera (Wiedenmayer 1977) . Duchassaing began his serious collecting of natural objects (plants and animals) in the period 1844-1848, with evidence of his having collected plants and algae on the island of Guadeloupe. In 1848 he lived in Santa Marta near Panama, where he stayed for a period until again being driven out by unrest. He next moved to Copenhagen and obtained a Danish degree in medicine about 1850. He returned to Guadeloupe in 1851, and later moved to St. Thomas. He returned to France in 1867 with his wife and children (Sagot 1873) . He died on 16 Sept. 1873, in Périgord (Urban 1902; Wiedenmayer 1977; Stafleu & Mennega 2010 
Results
An examination of Duchassaing's (1850) Animaux radiaires des Antilles revealed that he included benthic marine algae in this treatment and even described a dozen new species. These newly validated algal names have apparently escaped the attention of later workers. This paper as well as some other Duchassaing publications are posted online at the Gallica Bibliothéque Numérique site: http://gallica.bnf.fr/. Under his "Corallinaires", Duchassaing (1850) 
Discussion and conclusions
Duchassaing's newly validated algal taxa have escaped attention over the years from the broad treatises of algal names compiled by Agardh (1851 -1863 , 1876 , 1880 , 1898 , 1901 ) and De Toni (1897 , 1900 , 1903 , 1905 , 1924 as well as by Murray (1888 Murray ( -1889 ) and the contemporary online databases of "Index Nominum Algarum" (Silva 2014 ) and AlgaeBase (Guiry & Guiry 2014) . The names of the crustose corallines are not included in Woelkerling & Lamy (1998) . No figures were provided by Duchassaing, and the descriptions were brief, mostly only 2 or 3 lines.
The question is: Do type specimens of these algal species described by Duchassaing still exist, and if so, where are they? Duchassaing's modus operandi was to send his specimens to European authorities, and these authorities typically deposited these specimens in their home institutions. So because the Italian friend and coauthor Michelloti received many of the animals (primarily sponges and corals), he deposited them in the Museum in Turin [Torino] , Italy (Wiedenmayer 1977; Soest et al. 1983; Alvarez et al. 1998; Volpi & Benvenuti 2003) . Terrestrial plant specimens collected by Duchassaing in Guadeloupe were sent to the botanist Walpers in Berlin, and after Walpers' death the collections were sent on to Grisebach in Göttingen. Both Walpers and Grisebach had publications on Duchassaing's collections of terrestrial plants (Duchassaing & Walpers 1851; Griesbach 1857) . According to Urban (1902) , the Berlin Museum at that time contained the Guadeloupe collections as well as a large collection of Duchassaing's algae, fungi, lichens, and mosses. The herbarium at Berlin, Dahlem, suffered tremendous damage from aerial bombing in 1943, during World War II (Hiepko 1987) . According to Sayer (1975) , besides the part of Duchassaing's collections that went to Walpers in Berlin, another part went to Paris, in fact, more than 2,000 specimens from him in the period 1844-1852. These included algae, lichens, and bryophytes. Sayre indicated that the labels of these in PC were in elaborate, multigraphed handwriting, with data on the collections, but they were mostly unnamed.
According to Stafleu & Mennega (2000) , the first set of Duchassaing's plant collections was left in GOET and the second set in B, but additional specimens are located in another twelve herbaria (CN, DBN, F, HH, K, LL, LY, LZ, M, MO, NY, and P) (Thiers, 2014) . According to Miquel (2012), Duchassaing's algal collections are now conserved in the herbaria of Paris (PC), New York (NY), and Goettingen (GOET).
An online search of the PC Herbarium site did not reveal any Duchassaing algal collections. This was accompanied by a separate search made by Dr. Bruno de Reviers, who was unable to locate any Duchassaing algal specimens in PC. An online search of them at the C. V. Starr Virtual Herbarium at NY showed the presence of three of Duchassaing collections of algae: Ectocarpus clavifer and Mesotrema pavonia, both described by Agardh (1854) , and Meristotheca duchassaingii, later described by Agardh (1872) . There were no types of the species described by Duchassaing (1850) in either of these databases.
At my request, Dr. Appelhans, Curator of the GOET Herbarium, made a search for Duchassaing-collected algal specimens, primarily looking for any Types of the species that Duchassaing described in 1850. Dr. Appelhans reported back that he found in GOET Duchassaing collections of Melobesia spp. and Galaxaura spp. from Guadeloupe but no specimens that are Types of the new species validated by Duchassaing. Dr. Regine Jahn at the Herbarium of the Botanisches Museum BerlinDahlem kindly searched their holdings and did not find any Duchassaing algal collections. Likewise, Dr. Dagmar Triebel conducted a search in the holdings of the Munich Herbarium but without success.
Duchassaing's name has been used as a specific honorific by a number of workers, who cited him as the collector. On the basis of a Duchassaing collection from Guadeloupe, Agardh (1854) described Bryopsis duchassaingii, which is now known as Trichosolen duchassaingii (J. Agardh) W. R. Taylor (Taylor 1962) . Grunow (1868) described Ectocarpus duchassaingianus, which is now called Feldmannia duchassaingiana (Grunow) Aisha & Shameel (Aisha & Shameel 2011 ). Agardh's (1872) Meristotheca duchassaingii from Guadeloupe is currently known as Halymenia duchassaingii (J. Agardh) Kylin (Kylin 1932) .
The purpose of this contribution is to call attention to these algal names validated by Duchassaing (1850) for his own collections made in Guadeloupe, hoping that other workers may come across the Types, which now appear to be missing. 
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